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$100,000
Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Matanuska-Susitna Borough

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

Houston - Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus Purchase

State Funding Requested: $100,000 House District: Mat-Su Areawide (13-16)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Funds requested to purchase and equip 20 Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBAs)

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $170,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Local Funds $30,000 2009

Total $30,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The current SCBAs are woefully inadequate and utilize outdated technology that does not permit safe operations with
mutual aid agencies who depend on Houston's services for mutually efficient and safe fire operations.  Having gear that is
not compatible poses a threat to both agencies' crews, the personnel that are sent into the interior to rescue each other, and
the general safety of the fire victims.  

The SCBAs requested are a basic air tank attached to a backpack-style carrier.  High pressure hoses supply the air to a
face mask worn by the firefighters.  A low air indicator bell will sound behind the firefighter when the air supply is below four
minutes.  Steel air tanks provide the firefighter with 16-19 minutes of air and the newer composite tank supply the same
amount of air but reduce the overall weight by 45 to 50 percent.  Each tank is equipped with PASS alarms for firefighter
emergencies, fitted with a transponder to notify command of approximate location of the firefighter in trouble.  When these
instances occur, a rescuer will enter the building and locate the firefighter in trouble and attach the downed firefighter's air
supply to his own fresh supply, enabling both enough air to exit the building together safely.

Mutual aid agreements and automatic aid agreements exist with neighboring services of Wasilla, Meadow Lakes, Big Lake,
Willow, Talkeetna, and Caswell.  All of these communities utilize Mat-Su services.

Project Timeline:
This project will be complete within six months, pending funding.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
City of Houston

For use by Co-chair Staff Only:

Page 1

Contact Name: JOdy Simpson
Contact Number: 465-2661

5:42 PM 5/4/2010



Total Project Snapshot Report
FY 2011 Capital Budget TPS Report 53649v1

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Lisa Stanley
Address: 13878 W. Armstrong Road

Houston, AK 99694
Phone Number: (907)892-6869
Email: lstanley@houston-ak.gov

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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